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Hungry for soup kitchens
3 new Masbias set
for Jewish nabes
BY JOYCE SHELBY
WHEN THE kosher soup kitchen Masbia opened in Bor-
ough Park nearly four years ago, it served a total of
eight patrons.

“Now, we have nights when we go over 200,” said
Alexander Rapaport, Masbia’s executive director. And
the need is growing.

With hunger and poverty growing in the Jewish
community, Masbia is now planning to open three
more kosher soup kitchens — two in Brooklyn and one
in Queens. The first on Lee St. in Williamsburg is ex-
pected to open in June.

Among Jewish communities in Brooklyn, Williams-
burg has the highest level of poverty, with 64% of
households earning less than $35,000, according to a
UJA-Federation study.

The council is looking for a second site somewhere
in southern Brooklyn to serve needy residents in Mid-
wood, Flatbush, Sheepshead Bay, Brighton Beach and
Coney Island.

The third kitchen will be in central Queens to serve
Jackson Heights, Rego Park, Forest Hills and Kew Gar-
dens.

“We’re focusing on the areas with the highest con-
centrations of poor, working poor and middle-class
people who have lost jobs and can’t make ends meet,”
said William Rapfogel, director of Metropolitan Coun-
cil on Jewish Poverty, which is partnering with Masbia
in operating the soup kitchens.

The new facilities will be patterned after Masbia,
which is set up like a restaurant, with artificial plants
surrounding tables to offer diners a sense of privacy.

“This is about making sure people have a dignified
way to have a meal in a clean, safe environment,” Rap-
fogel said.

Social workers will regularly visit to make sure din-
ers take advantage of other services they might be eli-
gible for, such as children’s insurance or Medicaid.

Rapaport said he was concerned particularly about
the increasing numbers of children being brought to
Masbia for meals. On a recent night, he counted 61
youngsters.

“We used to average around 20 a day,” Rapaport
said.

The downturn in the economy has led to a rise in
middle-class diners at Masbia, Rapaport said. “Their
shame is so much bigger. They don’t know where to
call for food stamps. They don’t know where food pan-
tries are. People have just fallen into this situation.”

Brooklyn Daily News reporter Joyce Shelby
died last week at the age of 62. This was
the last story she wrote. To see the News’
tribute to our own Joyce Shelby, visit:
NYDailyNews.com/ny_local/Brooklyn
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BY CLARE TRAPASSO
AS POTENTIAL buyers seek deep dis-
counts at foreclosure auctions across
the five boroughs, some savvy bid-
ders are choosing to skip the crowds.

More companies are conducting
auctions online. But experts are divid-
ed on how this growing trend could af-
fect the outer boroughs, which have
been hit particularly hard by foreclo-
sures.

“It’s truly the wave of the future,”
said Richard Wyman, director of on-
line auction sales at Real Estate Dispo-
sition Corp. in Irvine, Calif.

His company let online bidders buy
properties at the March 8 Javits Cen-
ter auction. Today, it’s holding an on-
line auction of homes in Queens, New
Jersey and Pennsylvania.

“You have every walk of life com-
ing to the online platform,” Wyman
said.

But Anthony Sabino, a professor of
law and business at St. John’s Univer-
sity in Queens, isn’t so sure that’s a
good thing.

“Because there’s a lot of Queens,
Brooklyn and Bronx homes up for
foreclosures, you can expect a sub-
stantial amount of them to be auc-
tioned off online,” Sabino said. “But if
these buyers aren’t who they say
they are and they don’t have the mon-
ey, then the homes are going to go
right back into foreclosure.”

Sabino said he’s concerned that if
a home goes into foreclosure a sec-
ond time, the price will plummet even

further, and that could bring down
neighborhood real estate values as
well.

Foreclosures in Brooklyn and
Queens accounted for 76% of the
city’s total last year, according to the
Furman Center for Real Estate and Ur-
ban Policy at New York University.

Online bidder Richard Coia, 52, of
Spencerport, N.Y., finds those con-
cerns a bit far-fetched.

When the real estate litigation at-
torney registered with Real Estate Dis-
position Corp., he had to undergo a
credit check and be approved before
he could bid.

Only then was he able to log into
the auction, where he bid on proper-
ties while listening to the real-life auc-
tioneer.

“Once you familiarize yourself with
it, it’s very, very easy,” he said. But to
avoid surprises, he cautioned poten-
tial bidders to visit the properties in
person.

“You should never bid blindly,”
Coia said.

As technology improves and the
foreclosure crisis continues, real es-
tate experts believe online auctions
will grow further.

“It’s sort of a natural progression,”
said Jonathan Miller, president of
Manhattan real estate appraisal firm
Miller Samuel Inc.

“In the age of eBay, I think inves-
tors may feel more empowered to
make purchases online,” he said. “We
buy everything else online.”

Buy a foreclosed home without leaving the sofa

More Local News
Self-defense event
A public safety event to bring to
light the importance of self-
defense will be held at Long
Island University on Saturday.

Presented by Councilwoman
Letitia James, participants in-
clude representatives from the
district attorney’s office and
the 88th Precinct who will offer
safety tips.

The event is from 3 p.m. to
5 p.m. at the university’s gym.
LIU is at DeKalb and Flatbush
Aves.

Kids to cook healthy
To help spur healthy eating
habits in public schools, Coun-
cilman Vincent Gentile will join
Borough President Marty
Markowitz and the nonprofit
HIP4Kids for a cookshop event
at a Bath Beach elementary
school today.

Chef Christopher Daly found-
ed the HIP4Kids organization
nine years ago to help young-
sters learn how to eat healthier
and to offset obesity and Type
II diabetes in children.

Beginning at 10:30 a.m.,
HIP4Kids chefs will teach
Public School 163 students
food preparation and then
enjoy the fruits of their labors.

Visit www.Hip4Kids.org for
more about the organization.

Free tax help available
Free income tax preparation
for families earning less than
$45,000 and singles earning
less than $20,000 annually is
being offered through April 15
by the St. John’s Bread and Life
Program.

Tax preparers certified by
the Internal Revenue Service
will provide assistance with
forms, and advice to those
filing for special tax credits.

Afternoon services are
offered 1 to 7 p.m. Mondays
through Thursdays at the
organization’s Bedford-Stuyve-
sant location, at 795 Lexington
Ave. Hours on Saturdays are
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information, call (718)
574-0058, ext. 113.

Gayle DeWees

Masbia soup kitchen director Alexander
Rapaport (l. above) has been serving
meals to more people as the economy
has worsened, he said. The soup kitchen
will be opening a branch in Williams-
burg, another in the boro and a third in
Queens.  Photos by Aaron Showalter
 & Neil DeCrescenzo
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BUYING & SELLING
GOLD-SILVER-COINS-STAMPS-COLLECTIBLES

BROOKLYN GALLERY Coins & Stamps, Inc. 8725 4th Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11209 • 718-745-5701
Dept. C.A. Lic. 766197. All Subject to Market Changes • HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9:30 - 5, Sat. 9:30 - 3 – Same Location For Over 38 Years

We Carry A Full Line of Coin, Stamp & Collectible Aids. Catch Us On the Web At www.brooklyngallery.com

WE BUY ENTIRE ESTATES
WANTED:
• BU Coins Singles & Roll Sets
• BU Silver Dollars
• US Gold Coins
• CIRC & BU COMM. COINS
• US MINT & PROOF SETS
• US TYPE COINS
• FOREIGN PAPER MONEY

• US & FOREIGN STAMPS
• MINT USED SETS
• ALL MILITARY ITEMS
• ALL OLD TOYS - TIN (CAST IRON)
• ALL TRAINS, LIONEL, AMER FLYER
• ALL OLD POSTCARDS
• ALL NON-SPORTS CARDS
• METILACH STEINS-PLAQUES
• ALL OLD BEER STEINS
• OLD BANKS • ALL TYPES
• ALL BASEBALL CARDS PRE-1975
• OLD TOY CAP GUNS

• CORGI, DIKKY & MATCHBOX TOYS
• ALL OLD WORLD’S FAIR ITEMS
• OLD POLITICAL ITEMS, BUTTONS, ETC.
• FRANKLIN MINT GOLD, SILVER, BRONZE SETS, COINS, MEDALS
• OLD SPACE TOYS
• ALL POCKET WATCHES
• ALL LEAD SOLDIERS - STATUES, ETC.
• US PAPER MONEY – LARGE & SMALL
• GOLD - SILVER - COPPER COINS
• ALL FOREIGN COINS
• ANTIQUES ALL TYPES

1964 & BEFORE SILVER COINS

Half Dollars Call
Quarters Call
Dimes Call

War Nickels Call
40% Silver Halves
19 65-69 Call

PLEASE CALL FOR QUOTE ON LARGER
QUANTITIES OF SILVER COINS

DIAMONDS
RINGS - EARRINGS

BRACELETS - NECKLACES - PINS - WATCHES
TOP PRICES PAID

SILVER DOLLARS
Fine or Better

1878-1904 Call
1921-1935 Call

STERLING SILVER
FRANKLIN MINT MEDAL INGOTS
ANYTHING MARKED STERLING

KNIVES-FORKS-SPOONS
BOWLS-PLATES-TRAYS

STERLING CALL FLATWARE CALL
WANTED: Wheat Cents -

1909 - 1958 - Paying $1 Per Roll

GOLD JEWELRY
10K-14K DENTAL

18K - 22K PLATINUM
ALL FORMS WANTED

RINGS - BANDS - CHAINS
MEDALS - NECKLACES - EARRINGS

WATCHES - BRACELETS
10K Call per DWT
14K Call per DWT

Dental Call per DWT
18K Call per DWT

Platinum Call per DWT

AROUND
BORO

COLLEGE TRACK
LIU opened its outdoor season 
by winning the men’s 4x400 
meter relay at last weekend’s 
Hurricane Invitational in Coral 
Gables, Fla. The Blackbirds 
fi nished in 3:16.65. 

Senior Selina Munoz added 
a third-place fi nish in the 800-
meter run (2:16.24), and Heathor 
Patton fi nished second in the 
triple jump. LIU will compete 
again next Monday at the 
Raleigh Relays in North Carolina.

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Monsignor Farrell graduate Ryan 
Rossiter helped Siena upset 
No. 8 Ohio State, 74-72, in 
double-overtime in the opening 
round of the NCAA Tournament 
at Dayton, Ohio, on Friday.

Rossiter fi nished with 16 
points and hit a crucial layup to 
tie the game, 49-49, with 
2:58 left in regulation. The 
Staten Island product recorded 
fi ve rebounds and scored two 
points in overtime. 

Rossiter’s season ended 
the second round, as the No. 9 
Saints (27-8, 16-2 MAAC) fell to 
No. 1 Louisville, 79-72. Rossiter 
managed just four points.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Lincoln’s James Padgett and 
St. Peter’s O.D. Anosike were 
among the seniors selected 
for the Regional Game of next 
month’s Jordan Brand Classic.

The New York City team 
will be coached by Jefferson’s 
Lawrence Pollard and Loughlin’s 
Rudy King. The Regional Game 
will be played before the All-
American game (5:30 p.m.) on 
April 18 at MSG.

— Michael Wursthorn
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PSAL SOFTBALL RETURNING LEADERS

RUNS

Name  Total

J. Witkowski, Riverdale/Kingsbridge 41

Genesis Alvarado, Transit Tech 39

Niki Rodriguez, Clinton 39

RBIS

Name  Total

Christine Robles, Stevenson 48

Shanee Conde, Jamaica  45

Natalie Evertsz, Transit Tech 40

DOUBLES

Name  Total

Shanee Conde, Jamaica 12

J. Witkowski, RIverdale/Kingsbridge 10

Samantha Perez, Telecom 9

TRIPLES

Name  Total

Mackenzie Carter, Bronx Science 8

N. Rosario, RIverdale/Kingsbridge 6

Natalie Evertsz, Transit Tech 6

HOME RUNS

Name  Total

N. Rosario, RIverdale/Kingsbridge 12

J. Witkowski, RIverdale/Kingsbridge 11

Samantha Velasquez, Washington 10

WINS

Name  Total

Adjua Adan David, Boys & Girls 16

Herminia Thabet, Mahattan Ctr. 14

J. Jimenez, Environmental Studies  12

PSAL BOYS LACROSSE

BLUE DIVISION
School Wins Losses

Madison 1 0

Long Island City 1 0

Randolph 0 1

Lehman 0 1

Stuyvesant 0 0

Albert Tuitt 0 0

ORANGE DIVISION
School Wins Losses

New Dorp 2 0

Tottenville 2 0

Midwood 1 0

Cardozo 1 1

Columbus 1 1

Port Richmond 1 2

Frederick Douglass 0 1

Curtis 0 3

PSAL GIRLS LACROSSE

NORTH DIVISION
School Wins Losses

Frederick Douglass 1 0

Cardozo 1 0

Randolph 1 1

HS of Teaching 0 2

Curtis 0 0

SOUTH DIVISION
School Wins Losses

Midwood 1 0

Beach Channel 1 0

Madison 0 1

Stuyvesant 0 1

Tottenville 0 0

PSAL BOYS TENNIS

A2 DIVISION 
School Wins Losses

Midwood 1 0

Madison 0 1

Goldstein 0 0

Brooklyn Tech 0 0

B2 DIVISION
School Wins Losses

Fort Hamilton 1 0

FDR 1 0

Lincoln 1 0

New Utrecht 1 1

Lafayette 0 1

Sheepshead Bay 0 2

C3 DIVISION
School Wins Losses

Wingate 4 0

Westinghouse 3 0

Boys & Girls 3 0

Robeson 3 1

South Shore 0 12

THIS WEEK IN PSAL BOYS TENNIS

Midwood vs. Brooklyn Tech
Tomorrow, 4 p.m. at Fort Greene Park

PSAL GIRLS TENNIS

A2 DIVISION 
School Wins Losses

Goldstein 2 0

Madison 1 0

Midwood 1 1

Brooklyn Tech 0 1

Lincoln 0 2

PSAL GIRLS TENNIS

B2 DIVISION 
School Wins Losses

Boys & GIrls 1 0

Family Academy 1 0

EBC/Bushwick 0 1

Banneker 0 1

C3 DIVISION 
School Wins Losses

Grand Street 2 0

Wingate 1 0

Clara Barton 1 1

Canarsie 0 1

Tilden 0 2

C4 DIVISION 
School Wins Losses

Telecom 1 0

Erasmus Hall 1 0

Sheepshead Bay 0 1

South Shore 0 1

Fort Hamilton 0 0

FDR 0 0 

PSAL OUTDOOR TRACK 

SEASON OPENER — MARCH 21

BOYS 200-METER DASH

Name  Time

Dameon Moses, Tilden 23.13

S. Obeng Agyapong, Kennedy 23.25

Twayne Forth, Lincoln 23.39

FRESHMAN BOYS 200-METER DASH

Name  Time

Tyguan Dukes, Madison 24.31

Wayne Morgan, Erasmus Hall  24.74

Questions? Comments? 
Story Ideas? 
We want to know. Drop us a 
line at BoroSports@nydailynews.
com. You can also fax us at 
(212) 210-1678.

FOR BISHOP KEARNEY coach Cathy Crockett, it was always about her players. So even though she decided earlier this 
year that she was going to retire at season’s end, Crockett told only assistant coach and best friend Kerry O’Grady. Only 
a few days after the season did the 22nd-year varsity coach go to Kearney and tell administrators and players that she 
and O’Grady would retire. 

Crockett, who will be inducted into the CHSAA Hall of Fame next month, wanted to spend time watching her two 
younger sons, Matt and Kevin, play basketball at Xavier HS in Manhattan. She’d already missed watching her oldest sons, 
Timothy and Ryan, play. She doesn’t want to do the same with Matt and Kevin. O’Grady also missed her son Patrick’s 
playoff game at Xavier because she coached at Kearney, a key reason the longtime assistant also stepped down. 

Crockett and her team have weathered tough times, including an incident in Nov. 2001, 
when the mother and brother of players Katelyn and Jennifer Lawler were killed in a plane 
crash. Crockett compiled a record of 349-208 and has eight Brooklyn/Queens regular-season 
titles on her resume. She led the Tigers to four state Catholic championships and two 
Federation titles and coached fi ve Division I players. 

She also weathered plenty of tough times with her team during her years with the program.
Here, Crockett refl ects on her career at Kearney: 

“Since the day I started coaching at Kearney it’s al-
ways been about the kids. I’ve always felt like that ... It 
was a great experience all around. I have nothing nega-
tive to say. 

“The way I look at it is I can never get that back, but I 
can always go back to coaching. 

“I loved all my years at Kearney. The group that I had 
this year, we didn’t win a championship but as far as 
character, teammates and team camaraderie, they were 
all unbelievable.

“As sad as it is, I know in my heart I’m making the 
right decision.” 
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